
Arnold Richard Rathbone – Captain – 3rd South Lancashire Regiment 

             

Arnold was born in Garston in 1863. He was the son of William Benson and Hannah Sophia Rathbone 

(Greg).  

He entered Rugby School in 1877, left in 1881, and followed a business career as a Cotton Broker in 

Liverpool, interesting himself in many philanthropic movements, and serving in the 4th Lancashire 

Artillery Volunteers, one of the first Volunteer Field Batteries in the country. He joined the Special 

Reserve of Officers as Lieutenant in October, 1914, was promoted Captain in December, and went to 

the Western Front in May, 1915. He was wounded by a shell at Ypres on 18th June, and died in 

hospital at Treport on June 24th, 1915 aged 52. He was buried at Le Treport Military Cemetery.  

A brother Officer wrote of him: "He tended the wounded, giving them drinks out of his flask or 

waterbottle, and I can honestly say that it was through his good work that a lot of these were seen by 

the doctors much quicker than they would otherwise have been, and were made much more 

comfortable." And another wrote: " His calmness and pluck when wounded impressed us all, and his 

endeavour to surrender his bed to another, and his whole bearing, won our profound admiration. He 

was a very gallant man." 

He married Eleanor Haddock at St Michael’s Church in 1898. Eleanor was the daughter of James 

Haddock, of St. Helens, Lancashire. Arnold left one son (Lorents) and two daughters (Eleanor and 

Nina). 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 


